Big Cats Make Bad Pets
	If a picture is worth a thousand words, then this page speaks volumes about why exotic cats make bad pets.  These injuries were inflicted by both wild born and captive bred cougars.  There have been far more incidences of pet cougars attacking than wild ones.  Florida still allows cougars to be kept as pets despite the federal government’s consideration of this animal as a “big cat.”  

Clarence Hall remembers his brush with a cougar, “Immediately, I envisioned the cougar ripping my belly open with its front claws.  With my right hand, I pulled the cougar's head, neck and shoulder over my chest, rendering the front claws useless as I pinned the cougar's claws to my chest. I then instantly threw my left arm around the cougar's neck and shoulder.” 
Barry Mack then shot the cougar four times from only a foot away.  When the cougar went limp, Clarence removed the cougar's teeth from his skull.  He received over 100 stitches, and nearly lost his right hand.
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	"I stuck my hand inside its mouth so it would chew on my hand instead of elsewhere, because it would try to get my neck and stuff. It didn't care, it just wanted to eat." Hamm said.  

Jim Hamm underwent six hours of reconstructive surgery for serious lacerations to his head, legs, arms, and hands. As part of a complex operation, doctors took muscle tissue from Jim Hamm's back and used it to patch an eight by eight inch section on his skull that was torn during the attack. 

	
	

	… the cougar lunged. David Parker had to throw his head in a way to protect his neck, which is when it bit his scalp and pulled it down over his eyes. 

In the struggle, Parker was hurled into the ditch, where his jaw was shattered against a rock and his cheekbone broken.

Many people are injured while posing with big cats for a fee.

While contact with an adult big cat is prohibited, there is no federal definition of when a big cat becomes a big cat.
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	From 1990 through 2006 there have been 794 captive exotic cat incidents reported. 

These incidents have resulted in the killing or deaths of 234 big cats, 68 human deaths, more than 242 human maulings, 213 exotic cat escapes and 363 confiscations.

	…When they landed, Andy Peterson was on his knees, over the mountain lion that was on its back. His head was in the lion's mouth, a large tooth an inch in front of his left eye. The lion's teeth were sunk into the top of his skull. Its jaws loosened slightly, then bit down a second time, searching for a firmer hold. Blood cascaded down over his face.  With all the desperate force he could muster, he plunged his thumb into its eye. The lion shrieked, releasing its hold on his head and pulling its claws from his neck.
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	…Suddenly Karina Jackson, a world class kickboxer, felt something hit her in the upper part of her left arm and she was knocked down. "It felt like I got kicked by a horse or a cow." Picking herself up, she saw a large cat running away from her. 


Jackson was treated on the scene by EMT's, then she received 29 stitches to close the 4 gashes at Christi Oklahoma Regional Medical Center at Ponca City. 

Mark Kostich recalls, “While cleaning a cage, a co-worker became overly involved with trying to fix a broken door. She erratically, pushed and pulled and shook the door in an attempt to fix it. My job, as the spotter (or lookout person), was to maintain eye contact with the cat and warn of any impending danger, in this case, three cougars.
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	Now as I look back, I wonder if I should have been there in the first place. Almost monthly I hear of another person somewhere in the World that gets hurt by these graceful but dangerous predators. I do believe that there are a great many good places that care for these animals such as rescues, educational centers and conservation centers. These places are greatly needed and usually under funded.[image: image7.jpg]
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 The 150-pound male, named Cooper, got up and slowly walked toward me. I warned the woman who was assaulting the door, but she did not stop or turn around. Like a bolt of lightning, the cougar leaped up and attacked. The attack lasted nearly five minutes. I suffered many lacerations, bruises and seven bites including two that broke bones in my neck. I was very fortunate to come out alive and it took me years to recover.
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	This un named German tourist survived her ordeal with a cougar, but many have not been as fortunate.  
Big cats in captivity are just a disaster in the making.  There is no reason to allow private owners to keep and breed exotic cats in backyards and basements.  You can be a part of the solution by supporting a bill to ban contact with exotic cats.  



The following is a list of online resources:

Big Cat Rescue  12802 Easy Street  Tampa, FL 33625  813.493.4654 fax 813.885.4457

http://www.BigCatRescue.org                               MakeADifference@BigCatRescue.org
The following is a partial listing (794) of incidents involving captive big cats since 1990. These incidents have resulted in the killing or deaths of 234 big cats, 68 human deaths, more than 242 human maulings, 213 exotic cat escapes and 363 confiscations.   http://www.bigcatrescue.org/big_cat_news.htm  

To see a video of the mauling of a zoo keeper in 2006 go to http://www.bigcatrescue.org/animal_contact.htm 

The Journal of Internal Medicine in 2006 estimated that 50 million people worldwide have been infected with zoonotic diseases since 2000 and as many as 78,000 have died. Read more about zoonotic diseases here: http://www.bigcatrescue.org/zoonosis.htm 

To see the number of exotic cats abandoned each year go to http://www.bigcatrescue.org/animal_abuse.htm  

To view a trend chart that shows the alarming escalation of big cat incidents here: http://www.bigcatrescue.org/Flash/BigCatBans/BigCatBanCharts.htm 

The U.S. represents less than 5% of the entire global population, but 67% of ALL captive cat incidents occur in the U.S.  Likewise, Florida represents less than 6% of the U.S. population while 13% of all U.S. incidents occur in Florida.  California and Florida boast the most comprehensive sets of regulations allowing private ownership of exotic cats while ranking #3 and #1 respectively in the highest numbers of big cat killings, maulings and escapes. To view photos of fatal injuries from cases reported in the American Journal of Forensic Medicine http://www.bigcatrescue.org/laws/AMJForensicFeline.pdf 
